
Sacraments of Service 

 
Marriage 
 
Summary  

Sacred Scripture begins with creation and the original unity of man and woman. In the last book of the Bible, we read of the 
"wedding feast of the Lamb" (Rev. 19:7,9). The image of marriage is often used in Scripture to speak of God's covenant 
relationship with Israel and Christ's love for the Church. In Genesis, God creates man and woman to live a shared life that is 
meant to reflect his love. Man and woman were created for each other (Gen. 2:18, 24) as equal in dignity and united in an 
unbreakable bond of love and fidelity. This Christian understanding of marriage stands in contrast to popular attempts in society 
to change the definition and meaning of marriage.  

Vocations 
• Holy Orders  
• Marriage 
• Single 
• Marriage & Holy Orders are the Sacraments of Service 
• Priest is “married” to the Church (like Christ, giving their lives for the Church) 

Purpose of Marriage 
• Unitive - for the good of the couple 
• Procreative - for the creation and education of children (define education of children) 
• The overriding purpose of marriage is the mutual holiness of husband and wife (what do you wish for your spouse? 

Heaven!).  
• Merely having babies does not satisfy the purpose of marriage 
• The development of married love (unitive) does not mean feelings so much as it is caring love and fidelity 

Sacrament, Oath, Covenant, Celebration 
• Covenant Defined: an exchange of persons, not a contract which is an exchange of goods/services 
• Through a liturgical celebration of marriage, symbolized in the Roman Catholic Church with an exchange of rings, the 

husband and wife enter into a covenant  
• The covenant becomes sacramental when consummated, sex is the oath enacted that transforms the agreement into a 

covenant 
• Wedding at Cana (USCCA p. 280) 
• Latin Church: spouses are the ministers, conferring upon each other the Sacrament of Marriage 
• Must exchange their consent in the presence of the Church’s minister, 2 witnesses, and congregation 
• Further symbolized by rings with the words, “take this ring as a sign of my love and fidelity...” 
• In the ceremony (liturgy), “Father you have made the union of man and wife so holy a mystery that it symbolizes the 

marriage of Christ and his Church.” (1 Cor 7:10-11 and USCCA p281) 
• Marriage compared to Communion (i.e. “Closed Communion”) ... formation period, make a public profession of faith, an 

intimate exchange of flesh to consummate the sacrament 
Grace & Goods 

• Even apart from your spouse you’re joined closer to Christ, receiving a greater fullness of the Holy Spirit 
• Special sacramental grace enabling you to love with a divine love, like Christ, and to forgive like Christ forgives 
• “When I got married, I discovered how selfish I was. But that discovery wasn’t complete until I had children.” 
• Children are a gift and not a right; spouses to whom God has not granted children can nevertheless have a conjugal life full 

of meaning ... [and] can radiate a fruitfulness of charity, of hospitality and of sacrifice (CCC 1654) 
• Spousal fidelity flows from Christ’s own fidelity to the Church, which he loved so much that he died for her ... spouses 

continue to make present to each other the love of Christ and lead each other to greater holiness.  
• The Church gives us a picture of family life that begins with the total gift of love between the spouses evidenced in their 

resolve to remain exclusively faithful until death. (USCCA 286) 
Reflection of the Trinity 

• Communion of persons, image and likeness of the divine communion, family! 
• No other religion has viewed God as an eternal family, other religions view him as creator, law-giver, judge -- our God has 

revealed a family, an eternal family communion of love and life! 



• Family as Domestic Church 
Contraception & NFP 

• Sex is a renewal of the marriage covenant, it’s sacramental and holy, “the two become one flesh....” 
• History & Tradition: until 1930 all Christian churches were against contraception 
• The pill - (1) suppresses ovulation (2) thickens cervical mucus (3) alters lining of the uterine wall (abortifacient) 
• Janet Smith’s Contraception: Why Not?  
• Introduction to NFP (Natural Family Planning) 

o Signs of the woman’s body tell when she is fertile or infertile 
o A combination of mucus, temperature, and the shape of the cervix 

• Theology of the Body: 129 lectures from Pope JPII 1979-1984 
Effects: Permanence 

• Primary effect is the bond between the spouses 
• We are allowed to be co-creators, thus the union has been sealed by God himself and cannot be broken 
• Mark 10:2-9 and Matthew 19:3-6 
• Catholic Christianity is the only world religion that teaches strict monogamy 
• St. Thomas More  
• Divorce vs. Divorce & Remarriage vs. Annulments 

 
Holy Orders 
 
Ordination 

• Ordination “confers a gift of the Holy Spirit that permits the exercise of a ‘sacred power’ … which can come only from 
• Christ himself through the Church (CCC 1538). 
• Melchizedek, Aaron, Levites prefigured the perfect fulfillment of the priesthood of Christ 
• Baptism anoints us with a share in Christ’s holy priesthood the “common priesthood of the faithful” 
• Laying on of hands Apostolic 
• Succession 
• Only a baptized man may receive Holy Orders 
• Like Baptism, it confers an indelible permanent character (a mark on the soul) 
• Married to the Church 

Bishops & Priests (Ministerial) 
• Bishops may ordain deacons, priests, and other bishops 
• Priests and Bishops may be ministers of Confirmation, Eucharist, Reconciliation, Anointing of the Sick 
• These ministerial priesthood “differs in essence from the common priesthood of the faithful because it confers a sacred 

power for the service of the faithful” (CCC 1592) 
• They serve the Church in the person of Christ as head of the Body (in persona Christi) 
• Vocations & Graces: by ordination they receive the fullness of the Sacrament of Holy Orders and become successors to the 

Apostles, configuring them in Christ’s threefold office of priest, prophet, and king 
• Priesthood has a sacramental nature the priest is a sign when acting in the person of Christ, taking on the role of Jesus to 

the point of being his representative (an “icon” of Christ) 
Deacons (Service) 

• Deacons are ordained not the ministerial priesthood but to the ministry of service conformed to Christ, who came to 
• serve and not be served 
• Deacons may baptize, preach the homily, assist the bishop or priest at Mass, assist at and bless marriages, and preside at 

funerals 
Orders and Other Orders 

• Priest, Monsignor, Bishop, Cardinal, Pope 
• Where do Monks and Nuns fit into the picture? 
• Orders: Franciscans, Dominicans, etc. 


